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dificult to be precise because mucli rcvisioii is ncccssary of 
tlie work of Dr. Elias Santos Abreu. who published consider- 
able dcscriptive works o11 scvcral groups of Diptera from 19 i 8 
to 1930 (his work oii Muscidac, Fanniidac and Antlioniyiidac 
was piiblislicd postliumously as rccciitly as 1976). Dr. Santos 
livccl at Santa Cruz de la Palma and mucli of the material iic 
studicd originated i i i  this islanel. Uaez (1977) has rcvisetl tlic 
Syrphidac and reduced tiic Canarian list to 26 species, í o  
wliicli few aclditioiis now scem likely; 23 occur oii La Palma 
aiid I fouiid 16 duriiig my visit. Tiicowald (1977) thoroughly 
rcvised ~ l i c  l'ipulidae of tlic Caiiaries, Macleira aiid the Azorcs: 
Iic rccogniscd 28 Caiiarian specics, of uhicli 17 occui-rccl oii 
La Palma aiid 1 !wnd seven of thesc therc. Anotlier reccnt con- 
trilmtion o11 Canariaii Diptcra was by Papp (1077) oii iiic 
Spliacruceridac, briiigiiig tlic Caiiarian list to 34. 

Ai least 260 of tlic Canariaii Dipicra are currciitly con- 
sidcrccl ciitlcniic to these islaiitls or to tlic Ciiiarics. Matlcira 
aiid tlic Azorcs (Macaronesia), althuugii tliis figure is contiiiii- 
aliv undcrgoing revision. Better kiiowlcdgr of faiiiias of 
adjacciit arcas is essetitial beForc cndcrnicity c m  be ccrtairi iii 
Llic les.; ivorkcd groups. Half of tlic 28 Tipulidac are eiitlciiiic, 
a Iiigtier pruportion thaii iii niosi families. Iii tlic Syrphidac, cig1ii 
oF Lhc 76 specics are ciidcmic (fivc of tlicm closely rclated 
~ r ~ / ? l l ~ r l l s  spccics) and tlici-c are 1listirict local forn1s oi' t \ \  o 
otlier specics. Francois (1070) Iias slioivn tlie ciidcmici iy ol' 
two bomhyliicls previously tliouglit coiispccilic with widcL.prcad 
foiriis. Tlic oiily wcll attcsicd case ot spcciatioii I1;iviiig 
occurrcd within thc Canary Islantlc is iri Pror7iaclz~i.v. a gcinu\ 
of largc (34-34 mm.) robust asilids wlicre thcrc arc fivc spxics  
cach inliabiting a diffcrent isiand: tliey fiy in Iaie .lunc :o 
August and I llave iiot mct witli tlicm. 

I collected about 190 specics of Diptcra on niy visit t o  
La Paliiia. of wliicli Muscitlac aiid Mycctnpliiiidric \vití1 1:: 
spccics cach wcrc tlic riclicst iaililics: thc lattci- g ~ ~ p  \\'cK 
connfincd to vcry circumscribed rcfligcs and u ~ c r c  Iinrcl to f i i i c i  
iii niost localities, r?ltliougli bcing particularly souglit bc~-~iiibc 
of niy pi-ojectcci rcvisioii of tlie Canüriaii fungiis gnats. l'lic 
Miiscidae are tiic bcst 1qJ:CsCiitCd tlipíerous FarniIp iii II:C 
Canarics w i t l i  abolii '70 spccics (at lcast 60 i i i  La Palilicl. bui 
more ~liai i  a third are tlic riparian Limrioplioriiiac wliich l i a \ ~  
cviclcntly iiow declined 1. 

The aculcatc Hymenoptcra arc pc)orlv represciitcil O I I  1~ 
Palma coniparcci witli t l ic dricr parts of tiie othcr islatiels. l ' c i i  
specics of bccs and seven of wasps w r c  obscrvcd tluring niy 
visit. Licftinck (1958) listcd 70 species (55 preciscly Jcier- 
niiiied) of Caiiarian bees, of which 14 were rccorded fi.c!ni I,a 
Paliria. Petcrs (1975) addcd two spccies to tlie Canaijati Iist 
aiicl orie Lo LA Palma. Wariickc (106s) incrcased the Caiiariaii 
./lnrÍrcrz<7 from five to 19, rccording four from La Palrila, biit 
this gcnus did not occur during my visit. De Beauniont (1968) 
incrcased the Canarian list of Sphccidae to a probable 52 (44 
prcciscly determiiietl), based largely on Guicliard's material 
but only four wcrr recnrrl-rl f.,.-- T 't 
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tlic laurisilva occurrcd, e.g. Euíeiu .veparata (Beck.), Heúrcnc~rtio 
rujitihia Stcin, H. jLrtnvsn (Mg.) un$ Sapromyza itzsuiurix 
Bcck. (the three lattcr ivcrc frcqucnt in such places Lhrough- 
ctiit La Palma). 

In tlic aftcriiooli i procecclccl to thc laurcl woods at Lo5 
T i l o 5  but thc wcather dctcrioratcd aiid rain bcgan at 4.0 p.ni. 
Insxts were sparsc, although somc typical spccics were col- 
Iccicd iriclucling a few Tipulitlac aiid Mycetophilidae, Astciu 
attioena Mg., Drosophila pallidu Zctt., Hyletttya laieviiiuiu 
Stein, tlelit7a oúscirrisquatnu (Stciii) arid Fanníu puhescc~t~s 
Stciii. A femalc Syíuicola (Anisopodidae - family first re- 
cordcd from thc Canarics oii S .  fetzestrolis (Scop.) by Uacz 
(1977)) was foulid. 

Ori the followiiig day, 26th May, 1 went south and maric 
a foray on the south-wcst slopes uf thc Montafia dcl Fuego Las 
Iiiclias. Ovcrgrowii ficlds coiitainiiig mucli Opuniiu gradetl 
into pinc scrtib aiid a Iargc varict!. of flowers wei-c prcsciit. 
Picv7.v ropac. was sccii aiitl tlic Iycaeiiids Luttzpi&s hoeticus (L,.) 
aiitl Arirhi c'ruttzoru (Esclisci1oltz) W C I T  numei-ous. T'he sniall 
1)oiiibj.l iids Cjriosiu cunui-io?.ris Erige! ariri Geron I i c ~ s p t n ~ i í i r c i r z  
Frey aiitl ilie syrphids Al. auricr>Iiis, Scuevu pyi'ustri (L. j arid 
Syrirra pipiens (L.1 occurred at flowers: Sphaeropliw~ic~ scripio 
\vas abuiidant. The silver Iiaircd T/~c~r.c,uu jro??tofu Beck. \va$ 
settliiig o i i  \wlcanic ash aiid sc\.cral of a slcndcr broMr1 
TlieWva likc a mal1 <J<YYi!fU wCi.c takcii. Tlic many %ni311 
iica I y pie r ; ~  tes incl udcd se r'c ix ! te pli ri t ids (am oiig ~hcii i  an 
Ensitiu. probably decisn W d l .  orily Iiiihcrto kiiowii from 
Madcira) and PIicrbeIIiu urgyrotur.si.s (Bcck.). Musco virri- 
pcwnis Mg. ancl Neiina duplicatu (Mg.) wcre coniniori aiicl 
a fcw il. clara (Mg.) were caught: Ililophus niitior ücck. \vas 
abuiidrint herc antl in many other scruhby placcs in and ricar 
pinc forcst - it  was tlie oiilv hibioiiid secll iii La Palriia tvtlilc 
iiiy visit to Tencrife, bciiig carlitr. also protiticctl tlic othcr tu(: 
Ciiiiaria~i bihioiiids. 

l'hcii rcturiiing via Fiicncalicnte. í stoppctl bi.icfly on 
opcri wiiitlswcpt grouiid iicar tlic Volciii dc Sal1 Antonio. A I .  
j .  /i.isp$iu asid Eri.riuii.r letirr.r ~'c1.e fly iiig and seven spccies o f  
Te ph ri t itlac ( i n d  lidiflg S p h ~ r r c ~ ~ o  n/UrgiiiUiu (Fa1 1. n 0  t sce!i 
clscwhcrc) w r c  h w p t  but littic r isc was about. 

Thc east slopcs of thc Montaiia del Fuego ~ i c ~ r t i i  cif 
Fueiicalicnte wpport open pinc wooJs intcrspcrscd ~ \ > i t l i  cliiti. 

c ~ o ~ ~ d l u c  (F.) aiiil tlie tcph riticl Ocíiosylten~~liu c«noric.i1si!; 
(Macq.) wcrc first fouiid. Whcrc I « w  pinc foliapc touclicd tlic 
gri'ound, it provicled a moist spnt Iiarbouriiig a fc\v oP tlic 
niycctopliilid hfa:*rncrea Nzcot?zplcro Bcck. 

0 1 1  27i1i May, I t m k  !he iiorthc!-r: routc again. coritinu-. 
irig p~ Jhrloverito i int i !  thc Garafia road becanle a rlirt track, 
whci-e rather ticgradctI niixccl forcst \ V ~ T  saníplcd in slight raiil. 
Swecpirig lieather produced sevcral spccics ol iiiycctopliiiids arld 
two f m a l c s  O T  Cal/c/iiiYru divc.r Zett. (Platypczidae) pie- 
viously known from Tenerife under thc name joriunuta id\\. 
The syiphitls A l .  inconip!eturrt, 11.1. uuricoiii.c. anri  ? f r , n T . r > ' r  

\ration, wlicrc a S1101.t stop pioduccti little of note. nf<q~,yy,-/>li~<.f 
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\vcrc sccn; most othcr Diptcra ~ c r c  iii conimon with LOS Tilos 
but u single cxarnplc of thc beautiful tephritid Oi~olava carrduru 
(Bcck.)  was swcpt up. A S iio \VOOJS ~ ~ ~ t l i  iii\pcstig:iting 
rcniained in ttic entire strctcli l'rom Barlovento througli Los 
Sauces, 1 rcturiicd to Los Tilos w1iei.c 1 conccntratcd o11 the 
Uarrai1co del Agua, a narro\v dccp gorgc adjacent to tlic laurel 
foiwt, which containcd some stagnant pools. Several Tipula 
rujitia M g .  wcre Hying, chironornids and psycliodids werc 
nunierous, a fcw dolicliopoclicl~ (Sympycnus, I - I C ~ C O S I O ~ I U S  
spp.) and mycctophilids occurred as did Thoutiiairu subafricana 
Beck. aiid Dicranotnyia spp. but in general the catch \vas 
disappointiiig. 

111 late aftcrnoon, i stoppcd a t  thc villagc of La Galga 
iiiid took the route prcscribetl by Braniwell Sr Bramwcll (1974), 
i.c. ilie stecp track alongsidc the walci' coiiduit, followiiig thc 
ixw of a ciiff aiid cvciitually rcachiiig tlic maturc laurcl forest 
oí Cubo de la Galga which fills the Hoor of a iiarrow valley 
hcriinicd iri by hills c i n  thrcc sidcs. l t  v m  too latc in thc day to 
pr(t:liicc much of iriterest but Suilfiu OC'C«II(I (Bcck,) and Euleia 
scpui'orci (cif tlie sliiiliiig black f w n i  -- al1 others secn were 
~~~-ouii variety "flaiticollls") wei  c iakcri. A u!acigaster !eii- 
c ~ I c ' : ~ .  (Mg.), whIch Bíicz (1'77) addcd [o  tlie Canarian list, 
\vas frequciit a i ~ d  it \vas tlcciclcd to rctui'il to this locality 011 a r 
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de Iris Palomas only the tephritid illyopiles nigrevcens Ueck. 
could be founc! \vheri rain was beginning: this liad already been 
takcii at w e r a l  scrubby localities iiiland. 

Tiic weather improccd for the last two days and aithougli 
a Gngk arca was visitcd o11 cach day, ;I largc variety of spccie? 
\!a) obtaincd. On Id h n c ,  tlic cou r~c  of thc Barranco de las 
Nicces, which rcaclies thc coast at Santa Cruz, was followed 
Ti-oni tlie Las Nieves road i int i l  i t  becomcs a iiarrow gorge. 
The uppcr reaches are flanked by forestcd cliffs but there is no 
cloícd canopy wootlland. Sweepiiig rock overhangs on the 
more open lower rcachc5, wheie the valley is cultivated, pro- 
duced a femalc Syfikoicl and vcry maiiy o f  the aberrant 
psychodirl Ncninpafpur flavu( Macq. (rocmbling a tipulid of 
ihe gcnuc Afolophiluv). whiic the dai?per rock faces at a higher 
icvcl produccd insteati a siiiall P.>yliodu and mycetophilids 

erc f w i i c l  spar\clq. Thc acrilcptci atcs iricluded Euleia sepu- 
rala, Siiillia oceu i~u aiid Bi.o\ophilu lwllida. Melunosroniu in- 
completuiii was numerous and Helina obscurisquarna was 
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Pinto, tlie p m d s o n  o f  Santo\ Abrcir. nho liveí at  Santa 
Cruz; 1 fouiid that mucli of Iiis grandfathcr'e collection is no\v 
at the rnuwum in Tcncrife biit he was able to show rnc a guod 
range of local Dipicia iiicliidiiig n~aii! spcciincnr coliectcd by 
Iiis fatlicr (Santos Rodrigiici). Thc\c iiicliidcd rlie a\ilitl Pro- 
tnadtus palri7ert.r1r Frey and J good scrics of thc plat)pc7id 
Cullontyia d i i w ,  also a ~ \ i t l c r  i-ange of moi\ture loving f t i c i  
auch as tipulids and dolicliopodidr than 1 had bcen able to titid. 

Aclinowledpmentc i ~ y  tiianks are due ío AG. \V. - _  Parker for assiatancc: 
L t i t h  identification of the butterflies and to Mr. G .  R. Else for 
Iiii efiorts i:i obtainirig identifications or the aculeate Hyinenop- 
tera, to which Mr. K. M. Guichard, Mr M. Day, Dr. A. W. 
Ebmer, Dr. M. A. Lieftinck aiid Dr. K. Warncke liavc cot1- 
tribu ted. 
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soxir. U N U S U A I .  DATES IN TtiC SUMMEII Airil) AU'TUMN OI: 
1978. -Thc latter :;sif of 1978 kvas indecd anomalous in its 
produciion of specics at most unusual ancl uriexpccted dates. 
wn:c of vhich a3 enumerated belovi arc djstinctly precocious, 
wlii!c otlicrs are vcry much on tlie late sitie and probably 
Jcsijnatc. nf proloi!ged crncrgcnce or secorld broods. Tlie da:ss 
rcfer rccoi-ds iri nig m v .  trap i-un coritinuously iii the garden 
hcre. 

August 17th, Deuieronorno.s íu.scaritaria- Steph.: August 
I 8th. f-lyloicus pinoslri L.; August 20th, Parascofia fuliginaria 
L.; Septcrnber 9th, Cosyrnbia albipurzc/a/a Hufn.; September 
IOth, Euphyio biiineafa L.; September 16th, Cosmiu frnpezina 
L.; September í%h, Cosynihia pLlnctaria L.: Scptcmber 21st. 
Cleora rkomhoidarin D. & S.; September _23rd, Amathes 
xarithogrupha D. & S.; Septcmbe: 21 st, Mumc.stra brassicne L., 
t lypena proboscidaiis L.. Sturrliu aiiersa!a L.; October 1 1 th.  
Xanthor-hoe fluctuara L.; October 28111, Cirrhia icteritia Hufn. 
- -C.  G .  M. DE W o a ~ s ,  Three Oaks, Horscll, Woking. 




