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Inventorying and mapping the
biodiversity of bryophytes and
arthropods of the Azores

Using ATLANTIS database to 
assess the effectiveness of the 
Azorean protected area 
network for maintaining 
and/or enhancing biodiversity 

Study the anatomy of 
Azorean biodiversity, 
analyzing existing patterns of 
species distribution and 
abundance at multiple scales

Investigate the scale and type 
of land-use change that is 
required to halt the decline of 
biodiversity by 2010 

Using molecular techniques to 
identify distinct conservation 
units and improve the 
management of endemic 
species and their habitats

Evaluate the rarity of Azorean 
endemic and/or threatened 
bryophytes and arthropods to 
produce the first RED LIST of 
Azorean fauna and flora

Study of the cave flora and 
fauna of the Azorean lava 
tubes and volcanic pits 
(biospeleology)

Study the environmental attitudes 
in the Azores and promote 
environmental education issues

Control and management of 
pests in the Azores (e.g. termites)

SOCIAL RESPONSE TO RISK
Management procedures and 
social participation dynamics

POLITICS

SCIENCE

TECHNICAL ADMINISTRATION

PUBLIC MEDIA PERCEPTION

PUBLIC PERCEPTION

RISK PROFILES 
and underlying conceptions

RISK COMMUNICATION 
DETERMINANTS

PUBLIC TRUST AND 
RESPONSIBILITY ATTRIBUTION

MESSAGE LEGITIMATION AND 
ATTRACTABILITY
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RISK COMMUNICATION 
PLANNING

GOALS SELECTION

TARGET GROUPS SELECTION 

STRATEGIES SELECTION

ELABORATION OF ACTION 
PLANS 

RISK 
COMMUNICATION 

MANAGEMENT

IMPLEMENTATION OF ACTION 
PLANS

SUPERVISION AND 
REGULATION OF ACTION PLANS

ANALYSIS OF THE 
IMPLEMENTED 
ENVIRONMENTAL RISK 
COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES

EVALUATION OF THE 
IMPACT OF RISK 

PROFILES
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SCIENTIFIC ASSESSMENT 

3

4

4

2

18

14

16

26

17

19

16

14

42

38

43

45

19

25

21

12

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Azores

18 to 25

26 to 45

> 45

Strongly disagree Disagree Unsure Agree Strongly agree

Very different

7%

Getting worse

56%

The same

22%

Getting better

15%

The future of the 

The future of the 

environment is g
oing to be...

environment is g
oing to be...

Environmental Attitudes: HEP-NEP Scale. Azores, N=600, 2005
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Key research areas
(I) Taxonomy & Conservation
(II) Ecological economics & Environmental education
(III) Macroecology

Website
www.angra.uac.pt/gba
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